FCC MISSION GRANT APPLICATION

First Congregational United Church of Christ

Elgin, Illinois

Mission Statement

Our church is a welcoming, inclusive community of believers in Jesus Christ

who live and share God’s unconditional love.

Through the identification and usage of our diverse gifts,

we fulfill a mission of:  reconciliation, love, service to the church, community and world,

education and spiritual growth, fellowship, sharing the word,

social responsibility and stewardship.

Through the generosity and thoughtfulness of others, the Endowment Fund of First Congregational United Church of Christ has some means to help fulfill this mission.  In working to be good stewards of this money, we are seeking members and organizations that have programs with a similar philosophy.  The Mission Grant Committee will consider programs/projects for grants, which are administered by either religious or secular organizations.  The total of all grants will be approximately $90,000.  We ask that the programs/projects relate to our focus issues for the 2009 year: children's initiatives (programs that enhance the lives of children) hunger (programs such as Food Pantries and Soup Kitchens that reduce the problem of hunger) shelter (programs that provide for the needs of the abused, economically disadvantaged, or homeless) and programs that help people become productive members of society (ex-offenders, newly arrived, parenting, and substance abuse).

GUIDELINES FOR ORGANIZATIONS OR PROGRAMS SEEKING GRANTS

1. Applications are to be submitted to the Mission Grant Committee by November 1 of any given year.  The Committee will review the requests and notification will be made by mail following the church’s Annual Meeting in late January.

2. If a request is submitted by an individual member of First Congregational United Church of Christ, it must have the endorsement of a Ministry or the Church Council of FCC.

3. Please remember that NO endowment funds may be used to support the church budget except in dire circumstances and by two-thirds vote of the congregation.

4. The Mission Grant Committee will select areas of focus, which reflect First Congregational United Church of Christ’s Mission and Ministry beyond its Annual Operating Budget.  These focus areas will be reviewed from year to year.

5. All requests will be evaluated in the light of FCC’s Mission Statement and its theological understandings of mission.

6. A balance will be sought between church, local and wider church projects.

7. The committee will seek to limit the funding of organizations to no more than three consecutive annual grants.

FCC ENDOWMENT FUND APPLICATION

First Congregational United Church of Christ

Mission Grants Committee

256 E. Chicago Street

Elgin, IL  60123

Submit this application to the above address by November 1 of the calendar year.  Respond to the following items.  Please print or type information.

Name of Organization/Project

Name and Title of Contact Person

Address of Contact Person, including phone number

Is this an IRS 501(C)(3) not-for-profit organization?  If yes, please submit a copy. Repeating applicants do not need to submit a copy if one is on file.

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ORGANIZATION

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE ORGANIZATION

DESCRIPTION AND PROJECTED BUDGET OF THE PROGRAM OR PROJECT

AMOUNT REQUESTED

THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE DIRECTLY AND INDIRECTLY BENEFITTED BY THE PROGRAM OR PROJECT

THE USEFUL LIFE OF THE PROGRAM OR PROJECT

INDICATE ANY REVENUE FROM OTHER SOURCES

INDICATE HOW THE PROGRAM OR PROJECT ADDRESSES THE FOCUS ISSUES

